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Cindy Jackson, Gladys Bolton and Donna Woods lead the women’s traditional dancers during the Grand Entry at the Siletz Tribal Restoration Pow-Wow on Nov. 14 at 
Chinook Winds Casino Resort in Lincoln City, Ore.

 See additional photos from the day’s events on pages 9-12.

Frank one of 17 people honored 
with Presidential Medal of Freedom

WASHINGTON – The National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) 
commends President Obama for honor-
ing the late Billy Frank Jr., member of the 
Nisqually Indian Tribe, as one of 17 recipi-
ents of the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

This nation’s highest civilian honor, 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom is 
bestowed upon individuals “who have 
made especially meritorious contribu-
tions to the security or national interests 
of the United States, to world peace, or 
to cultural or other significant public or 
private endeavors.”

The award was presented to Frank’s 
family at the White House on Nov. 24.

“Billy was a tireless advocate for the 
rights of Native Americans,” said Brian 
Cladoosby, president of NCAI and chair-
man of the Swinomish Indian Tribal Com-
munity. “Billy’s voice spoke for the salmon 
and the resources and most importantly 
for the children of our future so they may 
have the rights preserved for them more 
than a century ago.”

Frank spent his life fighting for Tribes’ 
right to fish and protect their waters, and 
fiercely advocated for the complete fulfill-
ment of treaty commitments by the federal 
government.

He was arrested more than 50 times 
during the Fish Wars of the 1960s and 
1970s, a struggle that culminated in the 
seminal U.S. v. Washington court case, in 
which Judge George Hugo Boldt found 
in favor of treaty fishing rights in 1974.

The Boldt decision established treaty 
Indian Tribes as co-managers of the 
salmon resource and reaffirmed the Tribal 
right to half of the harvestable salmon.

Frank served as chairman of the 
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
(NWIFC) from its inception in 1974 until 
his passing last year. NWIFC was created 
to assist member Tribes in their role as 
natural resources co-managers following 
the Boldt decision.

National conference gathers Tribal 
leaders, president, administration

WASHINGTON – President Barack 
Obama, Tribal leaders from across the 
country and key federal officials gathered 
Nov. 5 for the Seventh Annual White 
House Tribal Nations Conference to 
discuss how they can continue to work 
together to strengthen the nation-to-nation 
relationship between Tribal nations and 
the U.S. government and cement a legacy 
that empowers Indian Country’s future.

Held at the Ronald Reagan Build-
ing and International Trade Center, the 
conference kicked off with big news from 
athletic shoe and apparel maker Adidas, 
who announced an initiative to help high 
schools nationwide drop their American 
Indian-themed mascots, nicknames, imag-
ery or symbolism by providing logo and 
uniform redesign services and financial 
support to ensure that the cost of changing 
mascots is not prohibitive.

Also unveiled was MTV’s powerful 
new video on Generation Indigenous, 
which featured First Lady Michelle 
Obama declaring to Native youth, “As 

you move forward, remember you are 
never alone.”

The annual conference continued 
with rousing addresses by an impressive 
slate of Tribal leaders and federal officials, 
including:

• Chairwoman Rosemary Morillo, 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians

• Valerie Jarrett, senior advisor to the 
president

• Secretary Sally Jewell, Department of 
the Interior

• Chairman Aaron Payment, Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

• Rory Taylor (Pawnee), Center for 
Native American Youth 2015 Cham-
pion for Change

• Ambassador Keith Harper (Chero-
kee), U.S. representative to the Human 
Rights Council

• Heather Higginbottom, deputy secre-
tary, Department of State
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Siletz News is free to enrolled Siletz Tribal members.  For all others, a $12 
annual subscription fee applies. Please make checks payable to CTSI and mail 
to Siletz News.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone:  _______________________________________________________

Change of address: Tribal members – contact the Enrollment Depart-
ment at 541-444-8258; 800-922-1399, ext. 1258; or covas@ctsi.nsn.us. All 
others – call the newspaper office.

Deadline for the January 
issue is Dec. 10.

Submission of articles and 
photos is encouraged.

Please see the Passages 
Policy on page 20 when sub-
mitting items for Passages.

Send information to: 

Siletz News

 P.O. Box 549

Siletz, OR  97380-0549

541-444-8291 or  
800-922-1399, ext. 1291

Fax: 541-444-2307

Email: pias@ctsi.nsn.us Member of the Native American  
Journalists Association

Chairman’s Report

Nuu-wee-ya’ (our words)

Introduction to the Athabaskan language
Open to Tribal members of all ages

Portland
Portland Area Office
Dec. 14 – 6-8 p.m.
Jan. 11 – 6-8 p.m.

Salem
Salem Area Office
Dec. 15 – 6-8 p.m.
Jan. 12 – 6-8 p.m.

Siletz
Tribal Community Center

Dec. 7 – 6-8 p.m.
Jan. 4 – 6-8 p.m.

Eugene
Eugene Area Office

Dec. 8 – 6-8 p.m.
Jan. 5 – 6-8 p.m.

 Classes begin with basic instruction and progress over the year. They also 
are a refresher course for more-advanced students. Come and join other members 
of your community and Tribe in learning to speak one of our ancient languages. 

We also have equipment in the Cultural Department available for use in 
grinding and drilling shell or pine nuts or other applications. If you need to use 
the equipment, call the number below to set up an appointment.

 For more information, contact Bud Lane at the Siletz Cultural Department 
at 541-444-8320 or 800-922-1399, ext. 1320; or email budl@ctsi.nsn.us.

Delores Pigsley

 Elders Council Meeting
Dec.	12	•	1-4	p.m.	•	Chinook	Winds	Casino	Resort

Siletz Elder potlucks are held monthly at 6 p.m. on the Monday  
before the regularly scheduled Elders meeting. Please bring a  

potluck dish you would like to share.

For more information, contact the Elders Program at  
800-922-1399,  ext. 1261, or 541-444-8261.

For more information about the Siletz Tribe, please visit ctsi.nsn.us.

38th Restoration Celebration

As we celebrate 38 years of Restora-
tion, we should always keep in mind and 
memorialize those early Tribal members 
who took the initiative to seek Restoration. 
It was at a time when no Tribal govern-
ment existed, no funds were available and 
just a few believed that Restoration could 
actually occur.

Not only did Congress, surrounding 
communities and local legislators have 
to be convinced that it was a good idea 
to restore/recognize our Tribe, but our 
very own Tribal members also had to be 
convinced.

Be thankful for what we have today 
compared to what we had on Nov. 18, 
1977, and for our early Tribal heroes.

workshops

Budgets: The Budget Committee met 
and recommended budgets to the Tribal 
Council for Self-Governance BIA and 
IHS, along with the Gaming Commission, 
Internal Audit and Tribal Council Gaming 
Budgets for the coming calendar year.

The Tribal Council then reviews and 
adopts, or makes possible changes, at the 
next Tribal Council meeting.

Council went through the same pro-
cess with the proposed Chinook Winds 
budget.

Clinic Policies: Clinic policies were 
reviewed for updates and some changes in 
preparation for our accreditation review 
that occurs in January 2016. The quality 
review is an intense review of policies and 
how services are provided to clients.

Job Descriptions: Job description 
reviews have been occurring over the past 
several months by council and staff. An 
outside company will review the descrip-
tions and salary ranges to determine if 
staff is adequately paid. This is a tedious 
process but a necessary one for our staff.

white House Summit

The annual Obama Whitehouse Sum-
mit was held Nov. 5 in Washington, D.C., at 
the Ronald Reagan Building and Interna-
tional Trade Center. I attended the summit 
along with many other Tribal chairmen 
and elected Tribal officials.

Along with the Secretary of Interior, 
Sally Jewell, many other Cabinet officials 
spoke about their efforts to consult with 
Tribes on various issues. Tribes from all 
12 areas across the U.S. meet to determine 

which subjects to put forward as discus-
sion items.

When President Obama was elected, 
he committed to having these sessions to 
address Tribal needs and to listen to the 
Tribal leaders.

President Obama participated in the 
Youth Panel. This administration has 
invited Tribal youth to the White House 
on several occasions and is committed to 
education opportunities for our youth and 
suicide prevention.

National Congress of  
American Indians

Elections for officers are held every 
two years. Incumbent President Brian 
Cladoosby, chairman of the Swinomish 
Tribe, was re-elected by acclamation as 
was Treasurer Ron Allen, chairman of  
the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, and 
incumbent Secretary Aaron Payment, 
chairman of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians.

The only race was between incumbent 
Randy Noka of the Narrangansett Tribe 
and Juana Majal of the Pauma Tribe. 
Randy successfully won that race for first 
vice president.

For information about NCAI, visit 
ncai.org. It is a very informative website 
on the many issues that Tribes face.

Veterans

Siletz Valley School hosted a wonder-
ful program for veterans at the school. 
They were all honored by students from 
the different grades and given gifts.

!! MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE !!

wE CAN NOw PROVIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE TO ALL SILETZ 
TRIBAL MEMBERS LIVING wITHIN THE 11-COUNTY SERVICE AREA.

Please note that this service is not eligible for the “Auto-Fill” program. 
ALL “Auto-Fill” prescriptions must be picked up at the pharmacy.

THANK YOU

PHARMACY STAFF
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For more information about the Siletz Tribal language program,  

please visit siletzlanguage.org.

2016 Standing Committees 
Applications Due by Feb. 10, 2016

Any Tribal member interested in serving on a committee for a two-year 
term must fill out the following form and return it to the address below prior to  
Feb. 10, 2016.

Please mail or fax your application to Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, 
Attn: Executive Secretary to Tribal Council, P.O. Box 549, Siletz, OR 97380;  
fax: 541-444-8325.

Name: __________________________________________ Roll No: ___________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: __________ ZIP: __________

Telephone: Day (     ) ____________________ Evening (     ) _______________________

If you only want to be considered for one committee, please indicate by insert-
ing the number 1 next to the committee of interest. If you have interest in more 
than one committee, please indicate by numbering your preference, 1 (first choice), 
2 (second choice), and 3 (third choice).

____ Education Committee (3) ____ Housing Committee (3)
____ Natural Resources Committee (3) ____ Pow-Wow Committee (2)
____ Health Committee (3) ____ Budget Committee (1) 
____ Cultural Heritage Committee (3) ____ Enrollment Committee (3)

Committee appointments will be made at the Regular Tribal Council meeting 
in February 2016.

If you have any questions, please call Tami Miner, executive secretary to Tribal 
Council, at 800-922-1399, ext. 1203, or 541-444-8203.

New Tribal cultural fishing site opens for 2015 season near Lincoln City
The Confederated Tribes of Siletz 

Indians has opened a new Tribal cul-
tural fishing site located on Lincoln 
County land along Drift Creek south of 
Lincoln City. It will be used by Siletz 
Tribal members to fish for salmon 
using traditional methods.

Tribal members who possess a 
valid Tribal fishing license and salmon 
tag will be able to fish the original site 

of the old Drift Creek covered bridge 
using a dip net, spear or gaff hook.

The 2015 Tribal salmon fishing 
season runs through Dec. 29, 2015.

In 1980, the Siletz Tribe signed an 
agreement with the State of Oregon to 
permanently define the Tribe’s hunt-
ing, fishing, gathering and trapping 
rights. Included in that agreement 
is the Tribe’s ability to harvest up to 
200 salmon per year using traditional 

methods from three cultural fishing 
sites on tributaries to the Siletz River.

Sites can be replaced if any of them 
prove to be impractical to fish. The Tribe 
recently received approval from the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
to replace its difficult-to-access Dewey 
Creek site with the site on Drift Creek.

The approval is for the 2015 Tribal 
fishing season.

Approval of the Tribe’s Drift Creek 
cultural fishing site will not affect the 
public’s ability to continue to fish the 
same area in accordance with ODFW’s 
regulations.

Anyone who has questions about 
the Tribe’s cultural fishing activities 
can contact Tribal Natural Resources 
Manager Mike Kennedy at 541-444-
8232 or 800-922-1399, ext. 1232.

December USDA distribution dates
Siletz
Tuesday Dec. 1 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Wednesday Dec. 2 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Thursday Dec. 3 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Friday Dec. 4 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Monday  Dec. 7 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Salem
Monday Dec. 14 1:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday Dec. 15 9 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Dec. 16 9 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Thursday Dec. 17 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.

We’ve had some additions to our food 
boxes over the past couple of months. In 
the fresh category, we are now approved 
to offer Clementines and seasonally fresh 
cranberries. In the meat category, we 
have added pork loin chops. These are 
awesome and have been well-accepted by 
our clients.

Coming very soon will be ground 
bison. They are putting this into the bonus 
category, so it will not count against your 
meat choices.

I made this recipe at the Siletz ware-
house in November and it is so good.

Spanish Rice
2 pounds ground beef*
1 onion, diced*
1 bell pepper, diced*
2 cups water
2 cups tomato juice*
1 can diced tomatoes*
2 cups rice*
1 teaspoon Cajun seasoning
1 can black beans, drained*
Salt and pepper to taste

1. Brown ground beef with the diced 
onion, bell pepper, and salt and pepper.

2. In a medium saucepan, combine the 
water, tomato juice, diced tomatoes 
and rice. Put the burner on high heat 
until it starts to boil, then reduce to 
simmer. Cook for about 20 minutes.

3. Add the Cajun seasoning and beans to 
the hamburger. Add rice. Mix together.

4. Serve it hot or put it in a baking dish 
with shredded cheese on top. Cook in 
oven until cheese is melted and serve.

*Products available in our food package

Joyce Retherford, FDP Director
541-444-8393

Lisa Paul, FDP Clerk/Warehouseman
541-444-8279

STBC seeking bids for landscaping services
The Siletz Tribal Business Corporation is soliciting bids to perform land-

scaping services at Chemawa Station in 2016. Please visit stbcorp.net or call 
877-564-7298 for more information.

All bids are due by 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 21.
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National, continued from page 1

Frank, continued from page 1

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is 
the latest in a long line of distinguished 
awards that Frank has received in recogni-
tion of his extraordinary contribution to 
Indian Country. They include the Com-
mon Cause Award for Human Rights 
Efforts, the Albert Schweitzer Prize for 
Humanitarianism (past winners of which 
include President Jimmy Carter, former 
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, and 
author Norman Cousins), the American 
Indian Distinguished Service Award, the 
2006 Wallace Stegner Award, and the 
Washington State Environmental Excel-
lence Award.

NCAI also recognized Frank with the 
Native American Leadership Award at its 
annual leadership awards banquet in 2011 
for his lifelong dedication to preserve, 
protect and advance Tribal sovereignty, 
Native cultures and natural resource 
management.

Joining Frank as this year’s recipients 
of the Medal of Freedom are baseball 
great Yogi Berra (posthumous), public 
servant Bonnie Carroll, Congresswoman 
Shirley Chisholm (posthumous), music 
producer Emilio Estefan, singer Gloria 
Estefan, Congressman Lee Hamilton, 
space pioneer Katherine G. Johnson, 
baseball great Willie Mays, Sen. Barbara 
Mikulski, conductor Itzhak Perlman, for-
mer EPA Director William Ruckelshaus, 
theater composer Stephen Sondheim, film 
director Steven Spielberg, singer Barbra 
Streisand, singer James Taylor, and civil 
rights leader Minru Yasui (posthumous).

Conference participants attended 
breakout sessions to engage in meaningful 
dialogues with federal officials on critical 
topics ranging from health care to housing 
to climate change.

From these sessions and throughout 
the day came announcements of several 
new key federal developments and initia-
tives for Indian Country, including:

• The Department of the Interior 
released new right-of-way regulations, 
which will give Native landowners 
greater control over the use and devel-
opment of Tribal lands.

• The Department of Justice announced 
the first 10 Tribes to participate in the 
initial phase of the Tribal Access Pro-
gram for National Crime Information.

• The Department of the Interior’s 
launch of Native One Stop, a web-
site where Tribal citizens can locate 
important federal resources they may 
be eligible to receive.

• The Depar tment of Education 
released its agency consultation 
policy and also highlighted the release 
of the School Environment Listening 
Sessions Final Report.

• T he Depar tment  of  Hous ing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 

announced changes to the Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative designed 
to make Tribes more competitive for 
this funding stream for neighborhood 
transformation.

• The appointment of Karen Diver 
(Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa) to serve as special assis-
tant to the president for Native Ameri-
can Affairs, White House Domestic 
Policy Council.

President Obama wrapped up the 
landmark event with brief opening 
remarks.

“When I ran for office, I pledged to 
build a true nation-to-nation relationship 
with you,” he said to the Tribal leaders 
in attendance. “What has started out as 
a campaign promise has now become a 
tradition.”

He went on to share that “the success 
of our Native American communities is 
tied up with the success of America as 
a whole.”

Obama then joined a roundtable 
discussion moderated by Jude Schimmel 
(Umatilla), a standout basketball player at 
the University of Louisville.

The roundtable covered a number 
of topics important to Native youth, 

including the need for quality, culturally 
appropriate education; suicide prevention; 
food sovereignty; and the movement to 
eliminate racist sports mascots in schools.

Querying President Obama were 
four Native youth: Blossom Johnson 
(Navajo), age 23; Tatiana Ticknor (Yup’ik/ 
Tlingit/Dena’ina), 16; Brayden White  
(St. Regis Mohawk), 21; and Philip Douglas  
(Seminole), 16.

In closing the conference, Obama said 
of Native youth, “I want to be a partner 
with you to make sure that every possible 
door is opened to them.”

About NCAI

Founded in 1944, the National Con-
gress of American Indians is the oldest, 
largest and most representative American 
Indian and Alaska Native organization in 
the country.

NCAI advocates on behalf of Tribal 
governments and communities, promot-
ing strong Tribal-federal government-
to-government policies and a better 
understanding among the general public 
regarding American Indian and Alaska 
Native governments, people and rights.

For more information, visit ncai.org.

Top shelf baskets – STAHS and the McKay Collection 
To conserve our Tribal cultures, the 

Siletz Tribal Arts and Heritage Society 
(STAHS) works with the Culture Depart-
ment to identify and acquire materials that 
belong in the Siletz Tribal Cultural Center. 
These materials are then either purchased 
or donated.

In Oct. 14, baskets attributed to Ida 
Bensell were purchased from the McKay 
Collection. They are now stored securely 

on the top shelf in our repository.
These baskets will always be acces-

sible for reference in our Siletz Tribal 
Cultural Center. Now we will always be 
able to learn from Ida.

STAHS is the first nonprofit corporation 
chartered by the Siletz Tribe. If you would 
like to support its efforts, STAHS welcomes 
your tax-deductible financial donation.

You also can donate appropriate mate-

rials to the Siletz Tribal Cultural Center 
for a tax deduction and the security of 
knowing that the materials will be safely 
stored for our future generations.

Send contributions to:

Siletz Tribal Arts & Heritage Society
Attn: Carlotta Lane, Treasurer
P.O. Box 8
Siletz, OR 97380

why have a cultural center? - In their own words, from young and old alike
The mission of the Siletz Tribal Arts 

and Heritage Society (STAHS) is to sup-
port and promote the practice, conservation 
and restoration of the Tribal cultures of the 
Confederated Tribes of the Siletz Indians.

The current goal of STAHS is to build 
our Siletz Tribal Cultural Center with 
a museum, archival storage and library 
components. It will be located adjacent 
to and east of the Siletz Trial Community 
Center on Government Hill.

At Culture Camp in July, STAHS 
Board Member Margo Hudson asked 
attendees: “Why is it important to have 
a Cultural Center?” Here are some of the 
answers from young and old alike.

• Teach our culture to those who were not 
involved and families that had lost their 
culture during termination. – Kay (73)

• An opportunity to teach the next gen-
eration our ways and a great way for 
hands-on activities. It’s important to 
me because I love going to these types 
of things a lot and a culture center 
would make it possible. – Hunter (15)

• Display, preserve and teach our lan-
guage, arts, crafts and traditional life 
arts; education space, archive space 
and display space. – Amy (51)

• It would be good to learn traditional 
crafts and ways of life, as most of  
what I seen is under lock and key. 
Education is a beautiful thing to share. 
– Everetta (Elder)

• I would like a culture center because 
our culture is fun. – Maddy (8)

• It means new stuff to learn because I 
want to learn new stuff. – Tyler (12)

• It would provide our Native youth 
with more opportunities to learn our 
language and learn more about our 
people and history. – Terrell (15)

• To learn more about our culture and 
see what our tradition is. – Noah (8)

• It would be good for the youth to get 
in touch with our culture. – Tre (13)

• Provide a safe environment for youth 
to get in touch with their culture 
hands-on. Having a cultural center 
that’s open daily will give youth 
more time and opportunity to learn 
their Native ways. This is important 
because we are the future. We need to 
know our ways. We will be the ones to 
preserve our culture and pass it on to 
our children. – Savanna (17)

• The place where I can learn and teach 
my family the ways of the Siletz Tribe.

•  – Louie (9)
• A cultural center would provide every-

one with a place to engage in activities 
that can teach everyone how to make 
regalia, beadwork, etc. The more edu-
cated in cultural activities our youth 
through elderly, the stronger we are as a 
Tribe. It’s nice to know, learn and teach 
cultural activities to our lineage to keep 
these traditions carried on through 
many generations to come. – J (36)

• Cultural center is a good idea to edu-
cate everyone – Nora

• A cultural center to me would mean 
somewhere to store and preserve 
our history and artifacts. It would 

also mean we would be able to get 
everything that is ours from differ-
ent museums. The center would be a 
place where young and old could 
go to learn about our history. – J (16)

• To me a cultural center is like a big 
museum but displaying a special 
thing, and it’s important to have them 
because people can learn more about 
other people’s lives. - Rylee (11)

• A culture center to me would mean 
teaching future generations and today’s 
generation about culture and history 
and keeping traditions alive, which is 
very important to youth. – Felisha (16)

• A culture center would be good for the 
Tribe to continue to carry on tradition 
for our future. – Two (39)
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New UO program helps Native American Oregonians go to grad school
By Rachael McDonald, KLCC; origi-
nally aired Nov. 10, 2015

A new University of Oregon program 
makes graduate school more accessible 
for members of the state’s federally rec-
ognized tribes.

U of O Assistant Vice President Jason 
Younker is tribal liaison for the University 
of Oregon. Himself a member of Oregon’s 
Coquille Tribe, he was the first in his fam-
ily to get a higher education. Younker says 
for many Native American students, there 
aren’t models of those who’ve succeeded 
in higher ed before.

Younker: “That’s exactly what hap-
pened to me. I received and earned a 
Master’s degree in education and I came 
home to Coos Bay to teach. And I was 
pulled aside by several members of my 
Tribal Council and they said well, we 
don’t need any more teachers. This was 
in the 1990s when Kennewick Man was 
happening, when repatriation was happen-
ing. And they said, we need somebody to 
manage our cultural resources because we 
desperately needed somebody in the room. 
Other people were making decisions about 
our human remains. Other people were 
making decisions that we should have 
been involved with. And so we needed 
somebody in the room. They said you 
need to go to the University of Oregon. 
Actually, they ‘recommended’ that you 
go to the University of Oregon. I ended 
up being a cultural anthropologist and at 

the same time helping my tribe build their 
cultural resource program, helping make 
it more efficient. Getting appointed to 
the state advisory committee on historic 
preservation, all of the things that my 
tribe intended me to do. And that’s truly 
what the Future Stewards program is about 
is empowering somebody from a tribal 
community to come get their degree but 
also have them return and empower their 
Native community when they get back.”

Younker says the Future Stewards pro-
gram is a partnership between the U of O 

and Native American tribes. The program 
offers tuition waivers for two years for 
those who qualify. The first to benefit 
from the program is Kelly LaChance, 
a member of the Confederated Tribes 
of Siletz. She’s been studying in the U of 
O’s Native American Teacher Education 
Program.

Younker: “Which is number one in 
the nation for Native Americans. And 
when she receives her Ph.D., I will be at 
the end of the line greeting her. I am very 
proud and excited for her, but also for the 

Confederated Tribe of Siletz, because I 
know they’re proud of her as well.”

Younker expects the program to 
benefit the larger U of O community by 
increasing the diversity on campus. I asked 
Younker to explain the pronunciation of 
the tribe he belongs to.

Younker: “It’s kind of funny because, 
I like hearing the progression and we even 
had to train some of our tribal members to 
start saying it correctly. Because it’d been 
a hundred years people were saying it 
differently. But the easy way to remember 
is coke and then well. But you know it’s 
funny because the name origin starts with 
[a word] which means eel. And so there 
were a lot of eel in the Coquille River. 
And when the Europeans came along they 
asked the Coos and people to the north, 
what do you call those people down there? 
And their word for eel [sounded like] sh-
coke-well and so for a long time, people 
said sh-coq-well and then they dropped the 
sh and said coke-well and then the French 
came through and they said Coquille 
[coke-eel] and that stuck. But now we 
consider the river Coquille [coke-eel], we 
consider the town to be Coquille [coke-
eel] but the people themselves they are the 
Coquille [coke-well] Indian Tribe.”

Jason Younker is assistant vice presi-
dent and advisor to the president on sov-
ereignty and government-to-government 
relations at the University of Oregon.

More information is available at grad-
school.uoregon.edu/node/2253.

Courtesy photo by Rachael McDonald

Jason Younker at his office in Johnson Hall at the University of Oregon in Eugene

Siletz Tribal Youth Conference

Nov. 7-8, 2015

B’nai B’rith Camp

Lincoln City, Oregon

Above: Bud Lane, language and traditional arts instructor, leads a feather dance 
demonstration during a session on Siletz culture.

Right: Youth learn about investing during a session on budgeting.

Below right: Junior Miss Siletz Felisha Howell, Seline Rilatos, Raymond Ben, Ron 
Butler Jr. and Tyee Rilatos lead the group in song.

Below: Youth Development Director Sharla Robinson facilitates an icebreaker game 
to encourage participants to meet youth from other areas.

Left and below left: Courtesy photos by Kathy 
Kentta-Robinson

Below: Photo by Diane Rodriquez

Bottom photo: Courtesy photo from Seline Rilatos
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Creamed soups – a cheaper, healthier option
By Nancy Ludwig, MS, RDN, LD, Head 
Start Consulting Nutritionist

As my role as a consultant nutrition-
ist to Siletz Tribal Head Start, I offer 
information for families. This feature pro-
motes the following link for the Cheaper 
Healthier YouTube channel –youtube.com/
channel/UCimw30_MTAE9PKWOnhW-
BeIg. These videos were produced by 
Laurel Grove and Nutrition Etcetera in 
Salem, Ore., as a project to promote basic 
cooking skills with emphasis on economi-
cal and simple ways to prepare healthy 
foods. CCTV (the community TV station 
in Salem) is showing these.

The Cheaper Healthier YouTube chan-
nel is informative. I am one of the present-
ers demonstrating a variety of kitchen tips 
for easy, safe, economical, delicious and 
nourishing meals. Some of my recipes 
have appeared in previous articles.

Eventually my demonstration of the 
Broccoli Cheddar Soup recipe will be 
posted on the YouTube channel. I show 
how to make a basic white sauce and how 
to make creamed soup by adding veggies 
and broth to the basic white sauce.

Once you know the basic formula for 
white sauce and the proportions to make 
a creamed soup, your options are endless. 
You can incorporate leftovers and adapt the 
ingredients to be gluten- and dairy-free.

Check out the easy recipe for broccoli 
cheddar soup below as well as the recipe 
for a basic white sauce and the basic pro-
portions for creamed soup.

Broccoli Cheddar Soup

½ cup butter (or margarine) 1 stick, or 
other edible fat

½ cup all-purpose flour (or rice flour for 
gluten-free)

1 quart milk (could use powdered milk 
and water or other non-dairy milk)

2 cups chicken or vegetable broth (make 
your own or use bouillon cubes)

1-pound bag broccoli, chopped, frozen 
(16 ounces)

1 each leek, chopped or onion, medium, 
diced

2 teaspoons garlic powder
8 ounces cheddar cheese, shredded 

(optional)

Make a medium white sauce by start-
ing with a “roux.” Melt butter over low 
heat. Add flour and stir over low heat for 
3-5 minutes (while the mixture bubbles 
and loses the starchy flavor). Do not let 
it brown.

Add milk and stir with wire whip 
or wooden spoon until thickened and 
smooth (starch will thicken below boiling 
temperature). To this traditional medium 
white sauce you can add anything to create 
a creamed soup.

If vegetables are not precooked, heat 
them in the broth until tender. If using 
leftover cooked vegetables, add broth and 
veggies directly to the white sauce with 
garlic powder. 

Add shredded cheese; stir until melted 
and soup is heated through. Season to taste 
with salt & pepper

white Sauce – Medium*
Yield: 1 cup

2 tablespoons butter
2 tablespoons flour
¼ teaspoon salt
1 cup milk

Melt butter in saucepan over low heat. 
Blend in flour, salt and dash white pepper 
to make a roux.** Add milk all at once. 
Cook quickly, stirring constantly until 
mixture thickens and bubbles.

* Standard white sauce proportions from 
Better Homes & Gardens Cookbook

** A roux is generally equal parts of fat 
and starch cooked over low heat, to coat 
starch with fat and cook out the starchy 
flavor without allowing it to brown.

Basic proportions for  
creamed soup

1 cup medium white sauce
½ - 1 cup* broth
½ - 1 cup* veggies

*Please note: This can be thought of 
as equal proportions of sauce with veggies 
in broth. For example, use the approximate 
amount of veggies (leftover, fresh, sautéed, 
frozen, etc.) as you have cream sauce. Add 
broth or cooking water to a level just below 
the top of the veggie combination (the 
total volume is still the same).

If using raw or frozen vegetables, 
cook to the desired texture before combin-
ing with the white sauce.

Heat and season finished soup to taste

Members of Tribal Youth Council attend national events in washington 

Courtesy photos

Siletz Tribal Youth Council and Tribal Council members (l to r): Dave Hatch,  
Daneisha Lucas, Terrell Casey, Bud Lane, Sharon Edenfield, Jeidah Dezurney, Robert 
Kentta, Loraine Butler, Delores Pigsley, Gloria Ingle, Lillie Butler, Savanna Rilatos, 
Reggie Butler and Devontè Casey. Not pictured: SuSun Fisher.

By Savanna Rilatos
This past summer, the Siletz Tribal 

Council granted the Siletz Tribal Youth 
Council with enough funds to send seven 
youth to the first White House Tribal 
Youth Gathering and the United National 
Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY) conference 
in Washington, D.C.

This was the second year that the 
Siletz Tribal Youth Council attended the 
annual UNITY conference. Representa-
tives were chosen from every area to attend 
the conference - Jeidah Dezurney and 

Gaven Patrick from Eugene, SuSun Fisher 
and Daneisha Lucas from Salem, Devontè 
Casey and Terrell Casey from Portland, 
and I attended from Siletz.

On Nov. 7 at the General Council 
meeting, Jeidah, Daneisha, Devontè,  
Terrell and I presented a slide show to the 
Tribal Council to show what we learned 
at the conference, share our experience 
and thank them for their contribution to 
the trip.

“The goal for the White House Tribal 
Youth Gathering was for youth to interact 

directly with senior administration offi-
cials and the White House Council on 
Native American Affairs,” and this goal 
was definitely achieved as Native youth 
got to ask questions of members of the 
Obama administration.

“The UNITY mission is to foster 
the spiritual, mental, physical and social 
development of American Indian and 
Alaska Native youth and to help build 
a strong, unified and self-reliant Native 
America through greater youth involve-
ment,” and these different things were 

taught to the youth over the course of the 
four days at the UNITY conference.

The slideshow we presented during 
the General Council meeting featured 
pictures from both the White House 
gathering and the UNITY conference. 
Included in these pictures were First Lady 
Michelle Obama, Taiwan Natives and New 
Zealand Natives.

We also shared pictures of different 
monuments in Washington, D.C., that we 
visited and the American Indian archives 
that featured Siletz basketry and regalia 
from the early 1900s.

What’s next for the Siletz Tribal Youth 
Council? We plan to work on community 
involvement and relationships between 
youth and Elders.

Although transportation has been our 
biggest issue, considering that members 
of the Tribal Council come from every 
area, we are working on fixing this issue 
for good, which will allow us to use all 
of the things we learned at the UNITY 
conference and bring them back to our 
fellow youth and community.

So plan to see more from us in the 
next couple of months.

Tribal Youth Council members discuss their travels to the White House Tribal Youth  
Gathering and to the UNITY Conference during the General Council meeting.

Siuslaw National Forest 
seasonal hiring begins

CORVALLIS, Ore. – Spend a summer 
working on the beautiful Oregon Coast. 
The Siuslaw National Forest will hire for 
up to 70 temporary positions with duty 
stations primarily in Hebo, Reedsport and 
Waldport, as well as a few positions out of 
the forest headquarters in Corvallis.

All applications must be submitted 
online through usajobs.gov during an 
eight-day period that ends Dec. 7. Inter-
ested individuals are encouraged to create 
their USAJobs profile and online résumé 
in advance of the postings.

To identify job opportunities before 
they are posted on USAJobs, visit the  
Forest Service’s outreach database at 
fsoutreach.gdcii.com/Outreach and search 
for temporary opportunities in Oregon. 
The U.S. Forest Service is an equal oppor-
tunity employer.

For more information, click “Employ-
ment” under the “Quick Links” section of 
the forest’s homepage at fs.usda.gov/siuslaw.
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Contact the Siletz Community 
Dental Clinic if you experience dental 
pain or a dental emergency. Staff will 
do everything they can to see you as 
soon as possible. 

Morning check-in time is Monday-
Thursday from 8:30-9 a.m. and Friday 
from 10-10:30 a.m. Afternoon check-
in time is Monday-Friday from 1-1:30 
p.m.

Siletz Community Dental Clinic

Students’ underwater robot returns to aquarium after competing abroad
NEWPORT, Ore. – At first glance, a 

cube of PVC pipe trailed by a string of 
wires and cables is a puzzling presence 
for some Oregon Coast Aquarium visitors 
in the new exhibit, Secrets of Shipwrecks: 
Part History. Part Mystery.

In the exhibit, it represents one of 
the tools researchers use for underwater 
exploration and archaeology, and pays 
homage to the fact that people from all 
walks of life can wield this technology.

The contraption sports scratches and 
wear, and zip-ties hold repurposed plastic 
water bottles to its control tether. The 
underwater remotely operated vehicle, or 
ROV for short, is the creation of three Taft 
High 7-12 students under the guidance of 
Science Department Chair Noah Lambie.

Team RUWE (Robotic Underwater 
Exploration) created the ROV for the 
Northwest Regional MATE (Marine 
Advanced Technology Education) Compe-
tition. Each student assumed a role, with 
Kyle Macrae (a Siletz Tribal member) as 
CFO, Hunter Bishop as CEO and Eneki 
Trujillo as head engineer.

RUWE took the title in the Ranger 
Class, qualifying it for the international 
competition in Newfoundland, Canada.

The opportunity to compete against 
60 other teams from universities and pres-
tigious prep schools across the globe pre-
sented a tremendous opportunity and set 
of challenges. The team’s winnings only 
covered a portion of the trip, so Lambie 
and the students started a crowd-funding 
campaign and sold totes and shirts to 
make up the difference.

The trio’s previous triumph was in a 
freshwater pool – no deeper than 12 feet, 

but the international competition would 
plunge the students’ robot into Arctic 
Ocean conditions.

Team RUWE knew it needed to adjust 
the robot’s buoyancy control for deep 
saline water and was unsure how its ROV 

would react to the cold. Lambie reached 
out to the aquarium for help.

The first test drive in the Passages 
of the Deep exhibit deflated the bicycle 
tube, sending buoyancy control plans back 
to the drawing board. Round two proved 
more successful and as June drew to a 
close, the team headed to Canada.

It found fierce competition – many 
of the rival ROVs cost more than 10 
times the Taft High students’ budget and 
were handled by college students. Team 
RUWE’s innovation and dedication earned 
it 20th place out of 63 competitors and the 
Bang for the Buck award.

“This was a huge opportunity for my 
students,” said Lambie. “They are very 
capable, natural and intuitive with robot-
ics. Just give them a few projects, a little 
bit of guidance and let them go.”

The aquarium offered to exhibit the 
ROV to honor Team RUWE and in hopes 
of inspiring more applied-STEM projects 
in classrooms and beyond.  The ROV will 
be on display through December 2016.

The Oregon Coast Aquarium is dedi-
cated to the highest quality aquatic and 
marine science programs for recreation and 
education so that the public better under-
stands, cherishes and conserves the world’s 
natural marine and coastal resources.

An accredited Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums institution, this 501(c)3 non-
profit organization is ranked as one of the 
top 10 aquariums in the U.S.

Visit us at 2820 S.E. Ferry Slip Road 
in Newport or at aquarium.org, 541-
867-3474. Follow us on Facebook.com/
OregonCoastAquarium or Twitter.com/
OrCoastAquarium for the latest updates.

Courtesy photo from the Oregon Coast Aquarium

Team RUWE, including Kyle Macrae (right) and their coach with their interpretive 
sign board

Courtesy photos

SuSun Fisher, recently crowned as Miss Chemawa 2015-2016 at Chemawa 
Indian School in Salem, Ore., was asked to participate in a panel discussion  
with American Indian youth at the Center for Native American Youth in 
Washington, D.C. in November. The panel sought to raise broader awareness 
of Native youth issues and priorities. It was co-moderated by Native journalist 
Patty Talahonga (left) and (ret.) U.S. Sen. Byron Dorgan (third from left). Kevin 
Washburn (far right), assistant secretary of Indian affairs at the U.S. Department 
of the Interior, gave the closing remarks.

Time: 5:30-8:30pm 

Date: 
12/08/15 

 

Taft Native Students Association 
Presents      

       
    Winter Solstice            

Literacy Night               
Celebration 

Food demonstration by Chef Jack Strong!  

Book Reading 
5:30 pm-6:15 pm 

Food Demonstrations and    
Traditional Teachings 

6:20 pm-7:15 pm 

Celebration Dinner, Dancing, 
and Drumming 

7:20 pm-8:30 pm 

December 8, 2015 
at Taft High 7-12 

For more information, contact Juanita Whitebear at: 
Phone: 541-996-2115 
Email: juanita.whitebear@lincoln.k12.or.us 
 

Sponsored by Walter R. Behrens Foundation, Taft 7-12 staff. Chinook Winds Casino Resort. Taft N.S.A.,  
and all the time and donations from the Lincoln City community 

Taft High 7-12 
3780 Spyglass Ridge Road 
Lincoln City, OR 

This is a free event 
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2016 Tribal Council Application
Application for names to be placed on the 2016 ballot for  

candidates in the Siletz Tribal Council election

Name: ______________________________________ Roll#: _________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: _________________ ZIP: _____________

Telephone: ________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________

I understand I must be an enrolled member of the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians of Oregon and 18 years of age or older. This application must be 
filed with the Election Board by 4 p.m. on Dec. 18, 2015. I also understand that 
if for any reason I decide to withdraw my application for Siletz Tribal Council, I 
must withdraw in writing by Dec. 28, 2015 (12 p.m.). Otherwise, my name will 
appear in the voter’s pamphlet and on the ballot.

Signature: _________________________________________Date: ____________

Mail your application to: CTSI Election Board, P.O. Box 549, Siletz, OR 
97380-0549.

Voter’s Pamphlet and Statement

If you would like your candidate’s statement and photo to appear in the Voter’s 
Pamphlet, please submit your statement and recent 3x5 photograph of yourself 
along with your application. Deadline for statements and photos is Dec 18, 2015, 
at 4 p.m.

Candidate statements must be no longer than 750 words and must not be 
derogatory or contain personal attacks on any one individual. Statements and 
photos will appear in the voter’s pamphlet. Photos will be included on the ballot. 
Mail your statement and photo to CTSI Election Board, P.O. Box 549, Siletz, OR 
97380-0549.

The candidate is responsible to ensure receipt of application and statement 
by the deadline. Letters will be sent to all candidates after review and certification 
by the Election Board.

Candidates can call 800-922-1399, ext. 1256, or 541-444-8256; or email 
elections@ctsi.nsn.us to confirm receipt of application and candidate’s statement.

Election Deadlines

4 p.m. Dec. 18, 2015 Deadline to file for candidacy
4 p.m. Dec. 18, 2015 Deadline to submit a photo and/or candi- 

  date’s statement for inclusion in the Tribal  
  Voter’s Pamphlet

2 p.m. Dec. 28, 2015 Certified Candidate’s List posted
Week of: Jan. 4-6, 2016 Absentee ballots mailed out/Voter’s Pamphlet
9 a.m. – Noon TBA Candidates Fair – Chinook Winds 
4 p.m. Jan. 25, 2016 Deadline to request a mail-in ballot
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Feb. 6, 2016 In-person voting – Tribal Elections, Tribal  

  Community Center, Siletz
4 p.m. Feb. 6, 2016 Deadline for returning absentee ballots

Narcotics Anonymous Toll-Free 
Help Line – 877-233-4287

For information on Alcoholics 
Anonymous: aa-oregon.org

Siletz Tribal Behavioral Health Programs
Prevention, Outpatient Treatment, and women’s and Men’s Transitional

Siletz: 800-600-5599 or
 541-444-8286

Eugene: 541-484-4234

Salem: 503-390-9494 
Portland: 503-238-1512

CEDARR
Community Efforts Demonstrating the Ability to  

Rebuild and Restore

Mission Statement
We will utilize resources to prevent the use of alcohol and other drugs,  

delinquency and violence; we will seek to reduce the barriers to treatment  
and support those who choose abstinance.

Dec.	10	•	Noon

Siletz Community Health Clinic
200 Gwee-Shut Road, Siletz

2015/2016
HUNTING/FISHING INCENTIVES

Reminder to all Siletz Tribal members: 
Please report all harvests of deer, elk and 
salmon to the Natural Resources 
Department. The name on the tag will be 
submitted into a drawing after the 
seasons end and could receive one of the 
following Cabela’s gift card incentives.

HUNTING INCENTIVES

$100 ~ $75 ~ $50
CABELA’S GIFT CARDS

FISHING INCENTIVE

$50
CABELA’S GIFT CARD

Please report all harvests to:
Mike Kennedy

541-444-8232/800-922-1399, ext. 1232
mikek@ctsi.nsn.us

or
Denise Garrett at

541-444-8227/541-922-1399, ext. 1227
deniseg@ctsi.nsn.us

2015
SILETZ TRIBAL 

SALMON SEASON

OPEN
OCT. 31, 2015
THROUGH

DEC. 29, 2015

Salmon fishing tags can only be used 
to fish for salmon at the Siletz Tribe’s 
fishing sites:

Euchre Creek Falls
Little Rock Creek (hatchery)

Using only the following gear:
Dip Net
Spear

Gaff Hook

Salmon tags are issued by the Natural 
Resources Department

Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Questions? Please contact:
Mike Kennedy

541-444-8232/800-922-1399, ext. 1232
mikek@ctsi.nsn.us

2015/2016
HUNTING/FISHING INCENTIVES

Reminder to all Siletz Tribal members: 
Please report all harvests of deer, elk and 
salmon to the Natural Resources 
Department. The name on the tag will be 
submitted into a drawing after the 
seasons end and could receive one of the 
following Cabela’s gift card incentives.

HUNTING INCENTIVES

$100 ~ $75 ~ $50
CABELA’S GIFT CARDS

FISHING INCENTIVE

$50
CABELA’S GIFT CARD

Please report all harvests to:
Mike Kennedy

541-444-8232/800-922-1399, ext. 1232
mikek@ctsi.nsn.us

or
Denise Garrett at

541-444-8227/541-922-1399, ext. 1227
deniseg@ctsi.nsn.us

2015
SILETZ TRIBAL 

SALMON SEASON

OPEN
OCT. 31, 2015
THROUGH

DEC. 29, 2015

Salmon fishing tags can only be used 
to fish for salmon at the Siletz Tribe’s 
fishing sites:

Euchre Creek Falls
Little Rock Creek (hatchery)

Using only the following gear:
Dip Net
Spear

Gaff Hook

Salmon tags are issued by the Natural 
Resources Department

Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Questions? Please contact:
Mike Kennedy

541-444-8232/800-922-1399, ext. 1232
mikek@ctsi.nsn.us

Caring continues as Chinook winds coordinates Operation Christmas Spirit
Operation Christmas Spirit provides 

a free traditional Christmas dinner to our 
community every year on Christmas Day 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Lincoln City 
Community Center.

Planning has begun by Chinook 
Winds Casino Resort staff, supported by 
generous local support from volunteers 
and businesses. Thus far, a big “thank 
you!” goes to the Lincoln City Community 
Center for the use of its kitchen and ban-
quet room and to North Lincoln Sanitary 
for free garbage pick-up after the event.

The program still needs desserts to 
round out the tasty holiday meal. We’ve 
been able to count upon our generous 
bakers’ contributions in years past. This 
year, we expect nearly 500 people – or 
more – to stop in for a traditional hot 
Christmas dinner.

If you would like to contribute a 
dessert, please drop it off at the Lincoln 
City Community Center on Dec. 24 from 
noon to 4 p.m. or on Christmas Day from 
8 a.m. to noon.

Blankets, sleeping bags, hats  
and gloves needed

Please donate new blankets, new 
sleeping bags, hats and gloves, which are 
desperately necessary for those living in 
cold conditions during the coming months 
of coastal winter weather.

You can drop off any of these new items 
at Aces Sports Bar & Grill, Chinook Winds 
Marketing Department, Little Antique 
Mall, North Lincoln Sanitary, Kenny’s IGA 
North and the Lincoln City Community 
Center right through Christmas Eve.

This annual event, created years ago 
by Betty Fry, feeds people that might oth-
erwise have a bleak and hungry holiday 
or simply would otherwise be alone for 

their holiday meal. It is now sponsored by 
Chinook Winds, Lincoln City Community 
Center and North Lincoln Sanitary Service.

Families and individuals join the cel-
ebration with Santa, Christmas music and 
a complete hot holiday meal. From those 
who help serve to those who partake, this 
is a heartwarming event.

For more information and to volunteer 
your time on Christmas Day, contact Mon-
ica Logan at 541-994-1074 or Heather 
Hatton at 541-996-5766.

If you would like to deliver hot meals 
or you know someone who should be on 
the delivery list, please call 541-994-7731.

Tribal employment information is available at ctsi.nsn.us.
CTSI Jobs – Employment information available at ctsi.nsn.us.

Note: “Open Until Filled” vacancies may close at any time. The Tribe’s Indian 
Preference policy will apply. Tribal government will not discriminate in selection 
because of race, creed, age, sex, color, national origin, physical handicap, marital 
status, politics, membership or non-membership in an employee organization.
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Siletz	Tribal	Restoration	Pow-Wow	•	Nov.	14,	2015	•	Lincoln	City,	Oregon

Photos by Diane Rodriquez

Siletz Tribal Head Start students sing 
songs to the delight of those attending 
the Restoration Celebration.

Education Committee members Kimbrali 
Somes, Divona Christiansen, Lillie Butler 
and Spencer Hatch  (below) help Jane 
Tieken, mother of the late Teacher Jayne 
(Albrecht), present a $1,000 scholarship 
to Katrina Martin (bottom photo), who 
was joined by her father, Keith Taylor, 
and grandmother, Aggie Pilgrim, as she 
accepted the award.

Left: Guest speaker Michelle Singer, 
project manager for Native STAND 
(Students Together Against Negative 
Decisions) at Oregon Health & Science 
University, talks about her long-standing 
relationship with the Siletz Tribe and 
Chemawa Indian School.

Below: Bud Lane (left) and Delores  
Pigsley (right) present a Tribal  
Pendleton blanket to Singer.
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Photos by Diane Rodriquez

Above: CJ Carmona, Louie Orona and 
Carl White

Below: A fancy dancer

Courtesy photos by Andrea Suitter

Above right: Tehya Seltenreich

Right: Two youngsters join in the Owl 
Dance.
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Photos by Diane Rodriquez

Above: A young jingle dancer

Right: Allivea Hernandez

Two youngsters take 
part in an inter-
tribal dance.

Thomas Aviles and Tyee Yanez

Courtesy photo by Andrea Suitter

A traditional dancer
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Photos by Diane Rodriquez

Above: Rose Peters and Kaye Stainbrook

Above center: A traditional dancer

Courtesy photos by Andrea Suitter
Above right: Cecillie Butler

Below: Four Elders participate in an inter-tribal dance.

Left: Matt Ruff and Washie Squetimkin

Photo by Diane Rodriquez
A fancy dancer
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Siletz Valley School Mini Pow-wow

Nov. 12, 2015

Siletz, Oregon

Photos by Diane Rodriquez

Above: A group of Tribal dancers, led 
by Little Miss Siletz Halli Lane-Skauge 
and Junior Miss Siletz Felisha Howell

Top right: Alina Mason carrys the 
eighth-grade sign, followed by LaVonna 
Butler and the rest of the class.

Right: Peyton Grove, Teonna Johnston, 
Taylor Oleman and Max Haynes  
participate in an Owl Dance.

Left: Shawn Robertson

Nesika Illahee Pow-wow
Attention Siletz Tribal Artists

The 2016 Nesika Illahee Pow-Wow 
Committee is once again having a logo 
contest for the upcoming pow-wow in 
August 2016.

All Siletz Tribal artists are encour-
aged to submit a pow-wow-themed logo. 
The winning logo artist will receive a 
cash prize of $250 and a professional 
banner with your logo.

The winning artist will have his/
her logo highlighted on Nesika Illahee 
Pow-Wow flyers and merchandise.

Please submit your artwork to the 
cultural education director’s office at 
the Siletz Tribal Community Center or 
mail it to Confederated Tribes of Siletz 
Indians, Attn: Pow-Wow Logo Contest, 
P.O. Box 549, Siletz, OR 97380-0549.

All entries must be received no later 
than Feb. 29, 2016

Royalty Crown Proposals

The 2016 Pow-Wow Committee is 
now accepting proposals for 2016-2017 
royalty crowns. Proposals are being 
accepted for Miss Siletz, Junior Miss 
Siletz and Little Miss Siletz.

Proposals for a crown are required 
to include art design, size of the crown 
and a bid for the crown or crowns of your 
interest. Proposals can be submitted for 
individual crowns, two crowns or you 
can submit a bid for all three crowns.

Crown proposals must be turned 
in to the committee no later than  
Feb. 29, 2016.

Proposals can be sent to Siletz Pow-
Wow Committee, P.O. Box 549, Siletz, 
OR 97380-0549.

If you have any questions, contact 
Buddy Lane at 800-922-1399 ext. 1230, 
or 541-444-8230.

Courtesy photo

Some of the women with their 111 at the Siletz Tribal Restoration Pow-Wow on 
Nov. 14. Back row (l to r): Elaine Jackson-Butler, Nadine Martin, Tina Retasket, 
Loraine Butler, Angeline Orona and Jennifer Easter. Middle row (l to r): Kayla 
White, Aggie Pilgrim and Laverne Butler. Front row (l to r): Crystal McGuire, 
Tasha Rilatos and Margo Hudson.
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Funded Orthodontic Treatment Screening
The 2016 Funded Orthodontic 

Treatment Program is fast approaching! 
If you are interested in applying, please 
contact the dental department at the 
Siletz Community Health Clinic to be 
placed on a list starting January 2016.

The screening dates have not yet 
been set, but likely will be sometime 
in late spring 2016.

The program and 
amount of accepted 
a p p l i c a n t s  w i l l 
depend on funding for 
that year.

Applicants are 
selected by case 
severity and are 
chosen based on 
motivation by the 
patient and parent, 
reliable transporta-

tion and the oral hygiene of the patient, 
to name a few.

The non-biased selection process 
is performed under the guidance of an 
orthodontic specialist and applicants 
are chosen through a committee. We 
want the best results possible for the 
patient and thus place emphasis on 
these items in order to achieve this.

This program is open to all ages 
who  a re  S i l e t z 
Tr ibal members 

only. All applicants 
will be notified by 

mail if they have 
been chosen.

Please contact 
the Siletz Dental 
Clinic at 541-444-
9681 or 800-648-

0449 if you have any 
questions.

 
 
 
 
 
 

HAND-CRAFTED GIFTS 
 and Native-style gifts 

Commercial items accepted upon review.  

Chemawa Indian School Gymnasium 
DOOR PRIZES  

3700 Chemawa Road NE in Salem, Ore. 
 

Vendors, contact Sonya Olson at 503-399-5721, ext. 1284 
Email address: sonya.olson@bie.edu 

 

Sponsored by Chemawa Pow-Wow Club – a nonprofit organization 
 

Chemawa is an alcohol-, drug- and smoke-free campus! 

Dec. 5, 2015 
10 AM – 4 PM 

Admission: Donation of canned food  
 

      

Enjoy the holidays at Festival of Trees and Angels Ball at Chinook winds
Each year, Angels Anonymous, a local 

nonprofit organization, presents The Fes-
tival of Trees and The Song of the Angels 
Holiday Ball, the group’s largest annual 
fundraiser, at Chinook Winds Casino 
Resort. This is the 17th year for the event, 
which will be held Dec. 2-5.

Wonderful Christmas trees, decorated 
and sponsored by local businesses and 
individuals who not only spend hours 

decorating the trees but several hundred 
dollars in decorations on each tree as well, 
will be on display.

The public is invited to the free view-
ing of the trees from Dec. 2-4 from noon 
to 8 p.m. and on Dec. 5 from 10 a.m. to  
3 p.m. Bring the whole family to view this 
wonderland of the Christmas season fea-
turing exceptional trees decorated beyond 
imagination.

The Angels Ball takes place on Dec. 5 
from 5:30-11:30 p.m. It will be a night to 
dress up in your festive best for an elegant 
evening on the town.

This year Blackbird, a Beatles-
inspired band, returns to provide the eve-
ning’s entertainment. The auction of the 
Christmas trees, special items and wreaths 
will take place during the Angels Ball 
along with numerous drawings.

Tickets, priced at $75, include passed 
hors d’ oeuvres, seafood, steak, baked 
potato and dessert stations, live enter-
tainment, dancing and the auction of the 
Christmas trees  They can be purchased at 
the Lincoln City Chamber of Commerce 
at 4039 NW Logan Road in Lincoln City 
(541-994-3070).

It’s a great idea for your office party 
with the proceeds going to charity. Seating is 
limited for this event, which is not only con-
sidered by many as the most enjoyable event 

of the holiday season, but one that celebrates 
the true meaning of Christmas - providing 
means to help those who are in need.

Angels Anonymous, a 501 C-3 non-
profit foundation, provides immediate and 
basic assistance to those in need in the 
greater north Lincoln County area. The 
program helps those who have exhausted 
every other avenue of assistance to meet 
immediate and basic short-term needs.

It might be the young mother left to fend 
for herself with no money to feed her chil-
dren, an elderly man who has had his heat 
turned off in the dead of winter or a young 
man desperately in need of employment 
who receives assistance. It’s anonymous and 
a one-time only helping hand extended to 
residents of north Lincoln County.

During the first three quarters of 
2015, Angels Anonymous disbursed more 
than $31,000, providing funds for 46 fami-
lies to meet immediate and basic needs.

When you’re ready to quit tobacco,   
     call 1-800-QUIT-NOW (1-800-784-8669)   
 or go to www.quitnow.net/oregon/ 
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Important information for the college-bound Tribal senior
December

• If you haven’t already done so, take 
this last SAT test for seniors.

• Get FAFSA forms, available for fed-
eral and state financial aid.

• Apply for FAFSA pin number – stu-
dent/parents must apply separately.

• Mail or submit all revised, complete 
college applications before the holi-
day break.

• Start scholarship essays.
• Start OSAC (Oregon Student Assis-

tance Commission).

January

• FAFSA forms can be submitted Jan. 1! 
Do not delay – do this ASAP.

• Complete scholarships that are due.
• Check for Student Aid Report (SAR 

on the FAFSA website several days 
after filing out the FAFSA).

• Request that mid-year transcripts 
be sent to the colleges to which you  
have applied.

• Request transcripts needed for OSAC 
scholarship application.

• Send thank you notes to people who 
have helped you.

• Students who plan to apply for Tribal 
assistance for college must apply for 
FAFSA no later than Jan. 31 at fafsa.
ed.gov.

February

• First semester grades and mid-year 
reports are sent to some colleges.

• Check your school counseling office 
or ASPIRE center for scholarship 
information.

• Complete scholarships.
• Check with colleges applied to for 

verification they have received all nec-
essary documents. Continue to moni-
tor status of submitted applications.

• Check to see if your mid-year tran-
scripts have been sent to the schools 
to which you have applied.

• Wrap up any scholarship application, 
essays and activities chart (for OSAC). 
Early bird deadline is in February for 
OSAC.

March

• Check for three Tribal scholarships 
at ctsi.nsn.us.

• Complete scholarships.

• Start working on Tribal higher educa-
tion or adult vocational training grant 
application. This can be found on the 
Tribe’s website and is due June 30.

• Review the Student Aid Report 
(SAR).

• You should start receiving admission 
responses.

April

• Send thank you notes to people who 
have helped you.

• Make final decision about which col-
lege or university you will attend.

• If you decide to decline enrollment 
to a college or university to which 
you have been accepted, send notice 
indicating this to the college’s admis-
sions office.

Scholarships
Steven R. Nelson Native Educator 

Scholarship

Deadline: Dec. 31, 2015

The Steven R. Nelson Native Educator 
Scholarship Program seeks to increase the 
number of Alaska Native, American Indian, 
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander stu-
dents who pursue graduate degrees that 
will qualify them for careers in education 

May

• This is the deadline for final decisions 
for universities.

• Send letter of intent to registrar.
• Line up a summer job.
• Attend your Senior Awards Night.
• Review any award letters and be sure 

you understand the terms and condi-
tions that accompany each type of aid.

• If necessary, arrange for housing and 
a meal plan (at school).

• Send thank you notes to any person/
committee from which you received 
a scholarship.

June

• Tribal higher education and adult 
vocational training applications are 
due June 30!

• Attend graduation – congratulations!
• Make arrangements for your final 

grades to be sent to colleges and 
universities.

• Good luck!

College Horizons, is a six-day “crash course” in preparing for the college application process.  Students learn about a variety of colleges and universities 
and establish personal relationships with college admission representatives as well as college counselors.  At each site, approximately 100 students from 
across the nation work with over 70 college professionals to help students:

• Experience life on a campus - dorms, food and facilities!
• Select 10 suitable colleges to apply to
• Write memorable essays and create a resume 
• Complete winning applications using the Common Application
• Create a preliminary FAFSA
• Receive test taking strategies and resources for the ACT & SAT
• Navigate the financial aid and scholarship jungle
• Attend a College Fair and multiple info sessions with over 40 colleges!

   
Apply:  Sign up to receive an application from our website as soon as it’s available;  applications will be available on our website by October 15, 2015. 

Deadline:  Completed applications must be  Early February (TBD), 2016.  Late applications will be accepted only on a space available basis.

Eligibility:  Applicants must be American Indian (enrolled), Alaska Native (proof of status) or Native Hawaiian (proof of heritage);  maintain a 3.00 GPA 
(in academic courses) and be in 10th or 11th grade in high school.

Application Components:  The application consists of the Student Application & Essay, Teacher & Counselor Recommendations and official transcripts.

Cost of Program:  Cost of program is $450.  Program cost includes tuition, room, meals, program materials, and ground transportation to/from the 
airport to campus.  Airfare from student’s home to program site is not included but scholarships and financial aid are available for tuition/travel.

Scholarships: Each year 50% of admitted students are awarded tuition and/or travel assistance to attend our programs based on financial need.

College Horizons 2016: 
• Amherst College (Amherst, MA); June 18-24, 2016
• Lawrence University (Appleton, WI); July 9-15, 2016

A Summer College Admissions Workshop for American Indian, 
Alaska Native, & Native Hawaiian High School Students.

Application Deadline:  TBD, February 2016

P.O. Box 1262, Pena Blanca, NM 87041   •    505.401.3854   •    info@collegehorizons.org   •    www.collegehorizons.org  

99% of College Horizons Alumni go directly to college! 

policy, leadership, technical assistance or 
research in the Northwest region.

This program honors a retired leader 
whose 40-year career was dedicated 
to working with Tribes, communities, 
schools and districts to improve Native and 
rural students’ academic and life success.

Applications can be submitted via 
educationnorthwest.recruiterbox.com/job
s/661c28a6838e475cb807a743bb72d613.

Gates Millennium Scholars

Deadline: Jan. 13, 2016

The Gates Millennium Scholars 
(GMS) Program, funded by a grant from 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
was established in 1999 to provide out-
standing American Indian/Alaska Native, 
African American, Asian Pacific Islander 
American and Hispanic American stu-

dents with an opportunity to complete an 
undergraduate college education in any 
discipline area of interest.

Gates Millennium Scholars are pro-
vided with personal and professional 
development through leadership pro-
grams, along with academic support 
throughout their college career.

Applications can be found at gmsp.org.
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Tribal Council Email Addresses

• Tribal Chairman: Delores Pigsley dpigsley@msn.com
• Vice Chairman: Alfred “Bud” Lane III budl@ctsi.nsn.us
• Treasurer: Robert Kentta rkentta@ctsi.nsn.us
• Secretary: Sharon Edenfield sharone@ctsi.nsn.us
• Lillie Butler lebutler2@hotmail.com
• Loraine Butler loraineb@ctsi.nsn.us
• Reggie Butler Sr. lebutler2@hotmail.com
• Dave Hatch daveh@ctsi.nsn.us 
• Gloria Ingle jessiemarie1944@yahoo.com

Tribal Council Timesheets for October 2015

Lillie Butler – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
5 5 .5 10/1-2 Sign STBC checks, packets
2.5 2.5 10/5 Pow-Wow, packets
2.5 2.5 4 10/6 State education, packets
2.75 2.75 10/7 Personnel, Natural Resources
1 1 3.5 2 10/8 Packets, STBC mtg

5.5 2 10/9 Special TC – gaming
2.5 2.5 2 10/12 Chemawa LLC, packets
2.5 2.5 10/13 Education, packets
6.5 6.5 7.5 10/14-15 NIEA
3 3 10/16 Regular TC
16.5 16.5 18.5 10/18-21 NCAI
5 5 10/22-23 Packets
3.25 3.25 10/26 Enrollment, personnel wkshp
5 5 10/27-28 Packets
2.5 2.5 1.5 2 10/29 CW Superstar lunch, packets
2.75 2.75 10/30 Budgets, packets

Loraine Y. Butler – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
4 4 12 10/1-3 NNABA, concert
1 1 10/5 Packets
1.5 1.5 4 10/6 Education
2.25 2.25 2 10/7 Job wkshp, packets

5 2 10/9 Special TC – gaming 
1 1 10/11 Packets
1.5 1.5 2 10/12 Chemawa LLC
2 2 10/14-15 Packets
3.75 3.75 10/16 Regular TC
10.5 10.5 19 10/18-21 NCAI
2.5 2.5 10/22-25 Packets
1.5 1.5 10/26 Enrollment wkshp

2 2 10/29 CW Superstar lunch
1.75 1.75 10/30 TC budget

Reggie Butler Sr. – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
4.25 4.25 .5 10/1-2 Packets, sign STBC checks
2.5 2.5 10/5 Interviews, packets
1.5 1.5 4 10/6 Education
3.5 3.5 10/7 Personnel, Natural Resources, packets
.5 .5 4.5 2 10/8 STBC mtg, packets

5.5 2 10/9 Special TC – gaming 
4.75 4.75 2 10/12-13 Chemawa LLC, sign checks, packets
6.5 6.5 7.5 10/14-15 NIEA
3 3 10/16 Regular TC
15.5 15.5 18.5 10/18-21 NCAI
5.25 5.25 10/22-24 Packets
8.75 8.75 10/26-28 Enrollment wkshp, personnel 

wkshp, packets
2.5 2.5 1.5 2 10/29 CW Superstar lunch, packets
3.5 3.5 10/30 Budgets, packets

Sharon Edenfield – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
8.25 8.25 15 10/1-4 NNABA, Warm Springs function
1 1 10/6 Proof minutes, packets
.5 .5 10/7 Wkshp

2 1 10/8 STBC mtg
7 1 10/9 Special TC – gaming

3 3 10/16 Regular TC
2.5 2.5 1 10/20 STRCP/SMI
3.25 3.25 10/26 TC wkshp

David Hatch – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
1 1 .5 10/2 Native American Chamber

2 10/7 Packets
1.5 1.5 .5 10/12 Willamette Falls tour
1 1 10/13 Climate project
4.5 4.5 6 10/15-16 Regular TC, packets

2 3 10/23 STBC/Akana startup mtg
1.5 1.5 3 10/24 STAHS
2 2 5 10/26 Enrollment, job descriptions
2 2 1 10/29 Climate project, packets
1.5 1.5 5 10/30 Budget wkshp

Gloria Ingle – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
2.75 2.75 .75 10/1 Job interviews
1.5 1.5 4 10/6 Education
2.75 2.75 .75 10/7 Job descriptions wkshp, Natural 

Resources wkshp
5.5 2 10/9 Special TC - gaming 

4 4 8 10/13-15 NIEA
3 3 .75 10/16 Regular TC
1 .75 1.5 10/19-21 Health Comm, sign checks
.5 .25 .75 10/27 Clinic policies
2.5 2.5 .75 10/30 Budget wkshp

Alfred Lane III – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
1 10/8 Packets
2 2 10/9 Special TC – gaming 

.5 .5 10/14 Mtg w/ Rep. Blumenauer
2.5 2.5 10/26 Enrollment & job description wkshps

Delores Pigsley – 10/1/15-10/31/15

TC Ind Gmg STBC Tvl
2.75 2.75 .25 6 10/1-4 NNABA, mail
1.5 1.5 10/5-6 Mail, prep for council
3.25 3.25 4 10/7 Job description wkshp, Natural 

Resources wkshp, mail
.5 .5 .5 2.5 1.5 10/8 STBC mtg, mail, prep for council

5.25 1.5 10/9 Special TC – gaming, mail
.75 .75 10/10-11 Mail, agenda items
2.75 2.75 .25 2.5 10/12-13 Chemawa Stn LLC, mail, agenda items
2.25 2.25 2 10/14 Mtg w/ Rep. Blumenauer, mail
1 1 .5 1.25 10/15 Mail, prep for council, news article, 

sign STBC checks
3 3 3 10/16 Regular TC, mail
13.25 13.25 16 10/17-23 NCAI, mail
2 2 10/24-25 Mail, agenda items, prep for wkshp
3.5 3.5 3 10/26 Enrollment wkshp, job descriptions 

wkshp, mail
3.75 3.75 1.5 10/27-28 Budget Comm, mail
2 2 1 2.5 10/29-31 CW Superstar lunch, mail, agenda 

items
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December 31st at 9pm, we’ll draw for
 the first of three new Audi A3 sedans
 as we prepare to say AUDIÓS to 2015! 

Then, up in the Convention Center, party band 
5 GUYS NAMED MOE plays until it’s 2016!

No cover charge, no host bar, must be 21 to enter!

In the Rogue River Room, DJ Metal spins
 the year to a fiery cool conclusion.

  Tickets are $20, and sell out quickly at the 

Chinook Winds Box Office. 21 and older please.

  It’s the hottest New Year’s party 
   at  the coolest place on the coast !

Audiós 
2015

Sayonara, auf Wiedersehen, 
Goodbye!

Drive away from 2015 in one of 
THREE NEW Audi A3s! 

Collect entries starting November 23. 
Drawings December 31, 

January 1 & 2 at 9pm!
Complete rules at Winners Circle

Take a magical ride with us on a virtual journey to the North Pole. A two-hour
 adventure filled with fun, songs, cocoa and cookies. You may even meet Santa himself 

and receive a special gift! Children ages 3-11. Visit the Play Palace for more details.

All Aboard!
Departure Return

 

chinookwindscasino.com • 1-888-CHINOOK • Lincoln City

Pre-Buy In $100 
Must buy-in before December 30 at 10pm

December 31, 2015 •  7:30pm
Celebrate the New Year’s Bingo-style, with payouts over $25,000!

Get 3 six-ons, 1 special pack, a buffet dinner and a gift from us to you, with your machine

package or paper buy-in. Stay for half time, where we’ll be drawing 5 lucky winners for

cash prizes up to $2016! There are only 450 spots available so get yours now!

   Cash Drawing at Halftime $250, $500, $750, $1,000, and $2,016!

Door Buy-In $125 
     On sale at the box office or by phone at 1-888-CHINOOK.

Rancher’s Roast Buffet served 4:30pm-6pm

TICKET PRICE $15.95  - CALL (541) 996-5790 FOR RESERVATIONS

CWCR_Dec_2015_10.5x14.75_Siletz_News.indd   1 11/13/15   10:45 AM
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Tribal members can enjoy free golf, discounts
Siletz Tribal members can play golf at Chinook Winds Golf Resort at no 

charge. Golf cart fees are $10 per seat for 9 holes and $15 per seat for 18 holes.

Tribal members also receive a 50 percent discount on lessons from golf  
pro Larry Dealy and a 20 percent discount on merchandise (certain restrictions apply).

Please call Chinook Winds Golf Resort at 541-994-8442 for tee times or to 
schedule a golf lesson.

Special Events

Chinook Winds Casino Resort in Lincoln City, Ore., offers 24-hour Las Vegas-
style gaming, an 18-hole golf course, headline entertainment from some of music’s 
most legendary stars, three full-service restaurants, a secure child care facility and 
arcade, and a 243-room ocean-view hotel. 

For more information, visit chinookwindscasino.com, or call 888-CHINOOK 
(244-6665) or 541-996-5825.

Entertainment

For more information or to obtain 
tickets for all concerts, call 

 the Chinook winds box office  
at 888-CHINOOK (888-244-6665)  

or 541-996-5825; or call 
888-MAIN-ACT (624-6228). 

Tickets go on sale 90 days  
in advance.

Concerts in the showroom are 
for ages 16 and older. Comedy 
on the Coast in the convention 
center is for ages 21 and older.

All events, concerts and  promotions are subject to  
change at the discretion of  Chinook winds Casino Resort.

Follow us on Twitter, find us on Facebook or visit our website 
at chinookwindscasino.com.

For more information about events in North Lincoln County, visit 
lcchamber.com, oregoncoast.org or lincolncity-culturalcenter.org.

Calling all Tribal member business owners
If you would like to be on the 

preferred Tribal members business list 
with Chinook Winds, please fax, mail, 
email or drop off your business card, 
brochures, or business information to:

Chinook Winds Casino Resort
Attn: Purchasing Dept.
1777 NW 44th St.
Lincoln City, OR 97367
Phone: 541-996-5853
Fax: 541-996-3847
erica@cwcresort.com

Sun: 100% Payout Blackjack Tourney
 Sparkling Sunday Brunch at Siletz 

Bay Buffet
Mon: Martini Mondays at Chinook’s 

Seafood Grill Lounge
Tue: Boomers Club
 Razor Clam Tuesdays at Chinook’s 

Seafood Grill 
 $2 Taco Tuesdays at Aces Sports Bar  

& Grill

Wed: Wine Wednesdays at Chinook’s 
Seafood Grill

First Tuesday: Boomer Sunrise Slots
First Tuesday: Boomer Nooner Slots
Third Thursday: Twilight Slots
Last Monday: Mayhem Mondays Slots

Dec. 11-12:  The Oak Ridge Boys 
 Christmas Show
 8 p.m., $20-$35 
Dec. 18-19: Comedy on the Coast
 8 p.m., $15
Jan. 29-30: The Guess Who

8 p.m., $15-$30
Feb. 12-13: Peter Cetera
 8 p.m., $40-$55
April 8-9: Charley Pride
 8 p.m., $30-$45 (on sale Jan. 8)

Rogue River Lounge

Fri & Sat: Ultrasonic DJ, cover
 10:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.

Chinook’s Seafood Grill

Weds: Kit Taylor (pianist) – 5 - 9 p.m.

Dec. 11-12: Rock & Roll Cowboys (country)
 9 p.m. - 1 a.m., no cover Dec. 5: Angels Ball

Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve Parties

Chinook winds Casino Resort

Human Resources is looking for  

Tribal member EVENT TEMPS 

who are eager to start as soon as possible! 

If you are looking for a position that outlines, helping departments when 
needed, ushering guests in our showroom or even  

door greeting at MMA fights, Event Temp is your position. 
 

 

To apply, stop by our HR office anytime Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Visit our website at chinookwindscasino.com/careers to download our employment  
application. Or you can stop by the HR office at the Siletz admin building to complete 

and fax your application to us.  

If you have any questions regarding this flier, please contact  

Mariah Garza at 541-996-5800. 

 

 

Be Passionate   Embrace Change   Accountability   Customer Service   Happiness 

Would you like to be a part of the Chinook Winds team? 

Find out why “Employment is Better at the Beach” at: 

www.chinookwindscasino.com 

Job Line: 541-994-8097 Toll Free: 1-888-CHINOOK ext 8097 

Human Resources Office: 541-996-5800 Monday-Friday 8am-4:30pm 

wheeler hired as finance director
John Wheeler joined Chinook Winds 

Casino Resort in late September and hit 
the ground running! He is a graduate of 
the University of Puget Sound and has 
been in accounting and budgeting since 
1970 and in Tribal gaming for 12 years.

He has worked in governmental 
accounting as well as in distribution, 
manufacturing and retail industries. His 
first job was as a military pay technician 
in the Air Force.

His interests include boating, photog-
raphy and road trips.

When asked why he was interested 
in moving to Oregon and specifically 
Chinook Winds, he said, “I have always 
loved the Central Oregon Coast. Many of 
my friends and colleagues have mentioned 
Chinook Winds and Lincoln City as their 
favorite location on the Oregon Coast. 
I also wanted to come home to Oregon 
and be closer to my family, children and 
grandchildren. I am impressed with the 
staff I have met. They are friendly and 

Courtesy photo by Chinook Winds staff

John Wheeler

extremely helpful and the professionalism 
here is refreshing.”
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Siletz News Letters Policy
Siletz News, a publication of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, is 

published once a month. Our editorial policy encourages input from readers about 
stories printed in Siletz News and other tribal issues.

All letters must include the author’s signature, address, and phone number in 
order to be considered for publication. Siletz News reserves the right to edit any 
letter for clarity and length, and to refuse publication of any letter or any part of 
a letter that may contain profane language, libelous statements, personal attacks, 
or unsubstantiated statements.

Not all letters are guaranteed publication upon submission. Published letters 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Siletz News, Tribal employees, or Tribal 
Council.

Please type or write legibly. Letters longer than 450 words may be edited for 
length as approved by Tribal Council Resolution #96-142.

Please note:  The general manager 
of the Siletz Tribe is the editor-in-chief 
of Siletz News.

Editor-in-Chief: Brenda Bremner

Editor: Diane Rodriquez

Tribal Vendor Fair

Dec. 19, 2015

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Chinook winds Casino Resort Convention Center

Just in time for holiday shopping!

$40 fee includes table, skirting and power

Contact Laura Thomas at 541-996-2323 or laurat@cwcresort.com  
for your vendor application and any questions.

To the editor:

The Lincoln City Congregational Church would like to thank the Siletz Tribal 
Charitable Contribution Fund not only for their generous grant of nearly $2,000 for the 
purchase of a defibrillator and supplies, but for the remarkable number of charitable 
contributions they make for worthy projects every year.

We recently accepted the defibrillator funding grant at an event held at the Chi-
nook Winds Casino Resort Hotel where 34 other grants totaling more than $90,000 
were awarded. The Siletz Tribe has now provided grants totaling over $9 million in 
our 11-county part of the state, many of them to aid programs that provide for those 
struggling near the poverty level, including particularly food banks, special projects 
for veterans, and the homeless.

Their generosity also includes the arts, for example, with a grant to the Red Octo-
pus Theatre Company for period costumes for an upcoming production of One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.

The grant our church received will benefit not only our congregation, but numerous 
other groups who use our building, providing a much-needed safety net. The Siletz 
Tribe is to be commended for its many contributions that fill real needs and enrich-
ment in our community.

Doug McKenzie
Gleneden Beach

Annual contribution to fire district 
solidifies longstanding partnership

Courtesy photo by Chinook Winds Casino Resort staff

Josh Blacketer, Chinook Winds marketing director (left), and Mike Fisher, Chinook 
Winds general manager (right), present a check to Fire Chief Don Baker.

A contribution in the amount of 
$71,478 has been made to the North Lin-
coln Fire & Rescue District as an ongo-
ing partnership between Chinook Winds 
Casino Resort, the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians and the district.

In a recent letter from the district, Fire 
Chief Don Baker stated, “The fire district 
greatly appreciates the past and future sup-
port of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz 
Indians and the opportunity to provide 
Chinook Winds Casino Resort with fire 
protection and emergency services.”

Every budget year, the fire district and 
Chinook Winds enter into an agreement 
of funds to assist the district in providing 
fire protection and emergency services to 
Tribal properties held in trust.

The fire district determines what 
money is needed in order to service all the 
properties owned by the Tribe and submits 
the requested amount.

“We are proud of our partnership with 
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District. The 
Tribe and the casino know the importance 
of strong community partnerships like 
this one,” said Casino General Manager 
Mike Fisher.

Baker named Superstar employee
Vikky Baker, a Keno supervisor for 

Chinook Winds Casino Resort, is the 
Chinook Winds Superstar for the third 
quarter of 2015.

Chinook Winds directors, selected 
staff, Tribal Elders and staff of the Siletz 
Tribal Gaming Commission attended 
the Superstar Ceremony in the casino’s 
convention center on Oct. 29. One-, 
five-, 10- and 15-year employees also 
were recognized for their service to the 
organization.

Baker was nominated by both employ-
ees and guests for exemplifying BEACH 
core values. To be eligible to receive the 
Superstar award, actions observed must 
be above and beyond the employee’s 
regular duties or include a description of 
an employee who consistently advocates 
the core values and goals of the casino 
through excellence in their service to 
guests and relationships with fellow 
employees.

Chinook Winds’ BEACH core values 
form the foundation on which staff per-
form and conduct themselves daily. The 
core values, which spell out “BEACH,” 
include Be Passionate & Determined, 
Embrace Change, Accountability, Cus-
tomer Service and Happiness. 

In recognition of her accomplish-
ment, Baker was presented with a check 
for $1,000, a Superstar parking space and 
a marble tile plaque, engraved with her 
name, that will be displayed at the front 
entrance to the casino.

Nominations go through several 
reviews before a final selection is made. 
Both casino staff and casino guests can 
submit Superstar nominations. With more 
than 800 employees and only four of these 
awards given each year, it’s a real honor to 
be chosen as the Superstar.

Other employees nominated for this 
award include Mary Ann Moore, Tyler 
Lopez, Edward Schmock, Wesley Culver, 
Jeff Davidson and Kendra Russell.

Baker was nominated by a co-worker 
for her fantastic BEACH core values. The 

Courtesy photo by Chinook Winds staff

Vikky Baker

co-worker states: “I have worked with 
Vikky for 5 years and in that time she has 
shown nothing more than the highest of 
standards when it comes to our BEACH 
core values. Her passion and determina-
tion reflect on all of her employees and she 
shows a great passion for her job. Vikky 
stands accountable for herself and her 
department. She has a wonderful report 
(rapport) with our guests and has for 18 
years. Last but not least, she always comes 
to work smiling. She is truly happy to be 
here and it shows in her performance. I am 
lucky to have such a wonderful comrade. 
Vikky deserves to be superstar because in 
my eyes she already is.”

Baker has been with Chinook Winds 
for more than 18 years. When asked about 
working at Chinook Winds and this honor, 
she stated, “I am truly honored to be 
chosen as Superstar. Being recognized 
for years of hard work and dedication to 
the Keno Department feels amazing. I am 
so blessed to work with such an amazing 
team. Thank you to everyone who has 
taken time to stop and congratulate me. 
All your kind words mean so much.”
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Photos by Diane Rodriquez

Above: Joyce Goodell, attending in 
honor of her husband, David Goodell, 
received a necklace from Ed Ben, a 
World War II veteran.

Above right: Sophomore Tasia Zigler 
hands out cupcakes to the veterans.

Broegan Cummins, Jesika Cummins, Keionni Goodell, Ayla Ben, Gaiten Haines and 
William Whitehead sing the national anthem under the direction of music teacher 
Kevin Denton.

Taylor Oleman reads a message on a sign for the veterans prepared by fifth-graders.

Left: A veteran accepts a rose from a 
young student.

Below: Senior Tyee Rilatos gives a 
speech about the importance of the  
Warrior logo to the students.

Passages Policy

Submissions to Passages are lim-
ited to two 25-word items per person, 
plus one photo if desired. 

All birthday, anniversary and 
holiday wishes will appear in the 
Passages section.

 Siletz News reserves the right 
to edit any submission for clarity 
and length. 

Not all submissions are guaran-
teed publication upon submission. 

Please type or write legibly and 
submit via e-mail when possible.

Happy 9th Birthday to Loren “Beansie” 
Holmes! Love you, babe. Hope your day 
is good.

Love, Mom, Robert and your brothers 
and sisters

Happy Birthday to my wonderful 
mother, Daryllynne, on Dec. 11. Love you 
very much, Mom.

Trish

Veterans Ceremony

Nov. 10, 2015

Siletz Valley School


